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Engr. Nikolay Ivanov Mateev (ISL)


Nikolay Mateev has dedicated more than five decades to the sport of fencing, distinguishing himself as an elite athlete, maître d’armes, international referee, and sport administrator. His comprehensive involvement at all levels of the discipline has made him one of the rare experts who understands fencing from every professional perspective.

In addition to his contributions to sport, Mr. Mateev is a Senior Engineer with over twenty years of professional experience in geothermal engineering. He has played a significant role in the development, design, and optimization of geothermal power plants, bringing technical expertise and leadership to major renewable-energy projects.

Nikolay began fencing at the age of 11 and went on to achieve exceptional results at the highest international level. Throughout his competitive career, he earned over fifteen Bulgarian Championship titles, both individually and as part of his club team. In 1978, he claimed the Junior Balkan Championship, and he achieved several victories at the Balkan Team Championships. On the world stage, he earned silver medals in the team sabre events at the 1987 Senior World Championships in Lausanne and the 1985 Universiade in Kobe. In recognition of his sporting achievements, the Bulgarian Ministry of Youth and Sports awarded him the titles “Master of Sports of Fencing” (1977) and “Distinguished Master of Sports of Fencing” (1987)—among the highest honors granted to athletes in Bulgaria.

In 1991, Nikolay moved to Iceland and took on the challenge of developing the sport from the ground up. At that time, there were only about ten fencers in the country. Today, more than 30 years later, Iceland has five fencing clubs and over 500 fencers, largely thanks to his vision, leadership, and dedication. Nikolay has also worked tirelessly to establish the Nordic Saber Center in Reykjavík, which officially opened in June 2008 with the EFC Training Camp and the Nordic Sabre Championships.

Furthermore, he is the creator and project manager of the EFC’s highly successful referee training seminar series “GET READY FOR THE NEW SEASON,” recognized as one of the most effective referee development initiatives in Europe.

EDUCATION
Technical University, Sofia Bulgaria
Diplom Engineer - M.Sc.
1980 - 1986

WORK EXPERIENCE
Mannvit Consulting Engineers
1992 – 2011	Senior Engineer, Geothermal Power Plants
Icelandic Fencing Federation
2016 –         President
1998 – 2016	Secretary General / CEO
2008 –        	Founder of the “Nordic Sabre Center”
1991 – 1998   	National coach and administrator

International Fencing Federation, FIE
2016 – 2024   	President of the Promotion, Communication and Marketing Commission
2008 – 2024   Member of the Promotion, Communication and Marketing Commission
2017 – 2024   	Event Manager / President of the DT for the GP Doha, GP Anaheim, GP Turin, GP Montreal, GP Orléans, GP Budapest and GP Tunis; OZQ Fujairah and VWC Dubai
2014 – 2024 	Member of the DT for the Senior World Championships in Kazan, Moscow, Leipzig, Wuxi and Budapest

European Fencing Confederation, EFC
2016 –        	Member of the EFC’s COMEX and President of the Competition Commission, Referees Commission, Safeguarding Commission and Training / Fencing Masters Commission
2020 –       	Creator and Project Manager of the EFC’s Referee Training Seminars “GET READY FOR THE NEW SEASON”
2016 – 2022   	EFC’s Vice-President
2013 – 2016   	Member of the Competition Commission
2009 – 2013   	Member of the EFC’s COMEX
2007 – 2009   Member of the Training/Fencing Masters Commission
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