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CLARIFICATIONS ON THE OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT FOR EQUIPMENT SUPPLIERS 

 
PREAMBLE 

1.  In 2025, an exhaustive review was carried out on the systems and measures 
implemented by other international federations and on the success of these measures. 
 

2. At the beginning of December 2025, a representative group of fencing equipment 
manufacturers was consulted directly and with transparency. The fees were determined 
after conferring with these manufacturers and before any implementation steps were 
initiated. 
 

3. Fencers’ safety remains our top priority. Along with the fees, it was also agreed that 
periodic verification of all manufactured equipment and of its authenticity is necessary 
to maintain the required standards. This responsibility will be fully handled by the FIE. 
 

4. The implemented system is organisational in nature and relates to verification, 
traceability, and the continuous improvement of safety in our sport. The fees are not duty, 
tax or commercial levy; they are specifically earmarked to support measures that protect 
fencers, preserve the integrity of competitions and combat counterfeit or non-compliant 
equipment. The fees will serve to support activities, such as, but not limited to:  
 

• Monitoring of weapons control by members of the SEMI Commission and their 
delegates at various FIE competitions. (already implemented since January 2026)  

• Implementation and maintenance of a traceability system to help reduce counterfeit 
products, ensure authenticity of equipment, and improve safety.  

• Ongoing verification of equipment of all manufacturers. Random or scheduled checks 
will be used to confirm compliance with FIE technical and safety requirements.  

• Activities related to continuous improvement and innovation in safety, such as 
updated laboratory tests, post-incident analysis of faulty equipment, and other 
necessary work to improve safety and the safe application of new technologies in our 
sport, include for example: 
o Re-examination of martensite grain size and its impact on the fracture behaviour 

of blades 
o Evaluation of the durability and service life of materials and the establishment, 

where appropriate, of indicative service-life guidance. 
o Research and development of new protective textile solutions for vulnerable 

areas of the body, particularly for youth and women. 
o Development and validation of smart textile technologies (for example, impact 

sensing or energy absorbing materials) that enhance protection, comfort, and 
monitoring of equipment performance during use. 

1. TRANSITION 

Homologated equipment that has been previously manufactured and/or currently owned by 
fencers, fencing clubs and federations are not impacted and can be used. The regular equipment 
control at the competitions will continue. 
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The new coding system will not be implemented on the equipment already manufactured or 
already owned. It will only apply to the products that will be manufactured once the new coding 
is introduced and is in force. 

Until the new coding system is in force, suppliers that pay Annual Fee and Equipment Fees carry 
on selling their products using the existing FIE Labels. An adequate grace period will be 
determined and communicated in advance. 
 
2. ANNUAL FEE FOR REGISTERED SUPPLIERS 

To promote transparency and to combat counterfeiting: 

• A listing of FIE Registered Suppliers will be made official and public.  
• FIE Registered Suppliers and their contact details will appear on FIE website. 

These measures will allow the public to verify their purchases and to reduce some of the various 
enquiries received by the FIE and SEMI Commission. 

The status of “FIE Registered Suppliers” gives the right to these suppliers to use that information 
for their official, advertising and marketing purposes. 

Important Note: Registration of the suppliers is separate from the homologation of the materials 
and equipment. 
 
 
3. EQUIPMENT LICENCING FEES  

The equipment licencing fee will grant suppliers with the right to use FIE’s name, label, and code 
(to be introduced later). 

These criteria must be applied when submitting the list of families of products that are supplied.  

These families of products are: 

1. Fencers’ clothing (jackets, breeches, under-plastrons, sabre gloves) 
2. Masks 
3. Blades and points 
4. Pistes 
5. Scoring apparatus 
6. Video-refereeing system 
7. Competition management software 

 
Equipment licensing fees apply to items 1 to 5 above only.  

Items that are excluded from the equipment licensing fee are as follows:  

• Video-refereeing system 
• Competition management software 
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The video-refereeing system and competition management software will continue to require 
adherence to the FIE rules and homologation procedures, including but not limited to random 
and scheduled checks.  
 
Listing of Equipment on FIE Website 
The list of equipment using FIE’s name and label for each supplier will also be made public on 
FIE’s website, which gives the right to use that information for official, advertising and marketing 
purposes. 
 
Invoicing of Equipment Licencing Fees 
Invoices for the Equipment Licencing Fees will be sent to the suppliers in April 2026.  
 
4. FIE LABEL FEE AND NEW CODING SYSTEM 

Labels will be designed to suit different type of products. There will be no need to redesign any 
products for labelling purposes.  

The obligation to pay the FIE Label Fee of CHF 3.50 per item sold will be implemented after the 
new labelling system has been introduced.  

All suppliers will be informed on time and an appropriate period for labels to be introduced into 
the equipment will be allocated. 

The coding system will be associated to a database to trace specified information.  

FIE Label/code fee will be applied to items 1 to 5 listed above in section 3. 

Items that are excluded from the FIE Label fee are as follows:  

• Video-refereeing system 
• Competition management software 

 
5. RANDOM TESTING  

The FIE will organise random testing of the already homologated equipment to verify that 
materials, fabrication and quality remain consistent with adherence to the current homologation 
requirements and that no modifications have been introduced. 

This random testing and eventual re-homologation will be managed by the FIE SEMI commission.  

Items for random testing will be purchased through normal commercial channels. Suppliers will 
not be asked to provide any samples. They will not incur costs for this testing, as the fees will fund 
the process.  

In case random testing reveals non-compliance with FIE standards, the SEMI Commission will 
contact the supplier to review the findings, and the appropriate steps will be taken. Non-
compliance may lead to the suspension of the existing homologation certificates if the corrective 
actions are not performed on time. 
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6. HOMOLOGATION 

Homologation of the equipment and materials continues to be overseen by the FIE SEMI 
commission applying same procedure as previously established. There will be no changes to the 
current process.  

CE Certificates are not part of equipment and materials homologation procedure. 

Equipment and materials that have already been homologated and their homologation 
certificates issued, do not require new homologation at the time of this notification. 
 

************** 

 


