Additional information
Brief Introduction of Guangzhou

· General Introduction

Situated at east longitude 112°57’-114°3’ and north latitude 22°26’-23°56’, Guangzhou is in the south of the Chinese Mainland. With a population of over 12 million living residents, Guangzhou occupies an area of 7434.4 square kilometers. As the capital of Guangdong Province, Guangzhou is an important political, economic and cultural center. 

Guangzhou is a famous cultural city with a history of over 2200 years. As the cradle of Lingnan (Cantonese) Culture and the starting point of the “Marine Silk Road” in ancient times, Guangzhou is one of the most prosperous, modern and exciting cities in China. 
· Climate and Weather

Guangzhou enjoys a subtropical monsoon climate, neither intense heat in summer nor severe cold in winter. It is well-known for its nick name “Flower City” with evergreen in four seasons. In November, it is the autumn season in Guangzhou. The average temperature is between 20-25℃ with less rainfall and most days in sunshine. It is always regarded as the best season in the whole year in Guangzhou. 
· Geographic Location & International Transportation
Guangzhou is the transportation hub and international trade port in Southern China.

The primary airport for the 2015 FIE Congress will be the Guangzhou Baiyun International Airport (CAN), which is about 27 kilometers from the city centre. It has over 50 international flight lines including flights to/from Los Angeles, London, Amsterdam, Paris, Frankfurt, Sydney, Melbourne, Tokyo, Seoul, Dubai and most cities in the Southeast Asia. 

In addition, another access option is recommended for the worldwide travelers, which requires a 3-hour travel time directly to the official hotel by coach bus from the Hong Kong International Airport (HKG) 200 kilometers away.
· Major International Sports Events

Sport has a long history in China, and it is important in Guangzhou citizens’ life. Guangzhou has hosted many major international and national sports events, and is full of experiences of staging major sports events. 

As the most active city of social sports and competition sports, Guangzhou had hosted more than 20 international and continental major sports events during the last 18 years, such as Thomas Cup, Uber Cup and Sudirman Cup of badminton, Stankovic Continental Champions Cup, Table Tennis World Championships, World Wrestling Championships, Asian Athletic Championships, Guangzhou Marathon Race, etc. The 2008 International Convention on Science, Education and Medicine in Sport and the 16th Asian Games had especially attracted attention worldwide. 
Daily Life in Guangzhou

· Internet & keeping connected with families & friends
Free Wi-Fi and cable Internet connection will be provided in the official hotel.
WeChat is recommended to be used for keeping connected with families and friends. It’s the most popular and user-friendly social communication APP in China, with which you may send text, voice, picture, and even a short video.

· Country Code & City Code

Country Code：+86, City Code： (0)20
· Time Zone: GMT+8
· Currency & Credit Card

Currency: CNY (RMB)

Exchange Rate: 1 EURO ≈ 7.05 CNY, 1USD ≈ 6.39 CNY (as on August 19)
Credit Card：UnionPay、VISA、MASTERCARD、AMERICAN EXPRESS
· Voltage & Plugs

Voltage: 220V

Plugs: Two Flat Pins Plug, Three Flat Pins Plug
· Public Transportations

Metro: No. 5 Line, Taojin Station, 2-minute walk from hotel

Bus: Garden Hotel Station, 2-minute walk from hotel

Taxi: very easy to find one right at the hotel gate
Famous Scenic Spots

Guangdong is an important tourism city in China with a lot of famous scenic spots, including Chan Clan Academy, New Litchi Bay, Canton Tower, Baiyun Mountain, Museum of King’s Tomb of Southern Yue in Xihan Dynasty, Sun Yat Sen Memorial Hall, Panyu Lianhua Mountain.
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Chen Clan Academy
Chen Clan Academy, commonly known as the Chen Clan Temple, is a national-level protected cultural heritage site, and houses the Guangdong Museum of Folk Arts. It was built in 1894 and is famous for its wonderful artificial architecture, and it features the folk Lingnan arts of architecture and decoration. It’s the largest, most sumptuously decorated and best preserved traditional structure in Guangdong Province, dubbed the gem of Lingnan artistic architecture.
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New Litchi Bay
Litchi Bay is a famous tourist attraction because of its long history and culture. There are many historical relics and historical architectures in Litchi Bay, such as Wenta and Xiguan House. What's more, there are many traditional foods. Nowadays, many cultural activities would be held on Litchi Bay, such as the performance of Cantonese Opera. It can be said that Litchi Bay is one of the birthplaces of Guangzhou culture.

